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STATE BUDGET ACTION ALERT 

March 31, 2011 

 
State budget bills AB 40 / SB 27 have serious problems for local transit. Its impacts are wide-
reaching and long-term – driving up job losses and increasing workforce challenges for businesses.  
This will undermine Wisconsin’s economic recovery.  
 

WISCONSIN NEEDS: 
• A budget that doesn’t sacrifice the vital, daily link between thousands of workers and their jobs,  
• Options to the growing cost of gas that will save household income and build wealth; 
• A public transportation system that continues to be the backbone of our economy, bringing 

customers and workers together.  
 
 

What Can You Do? TAKE ACTION – Wisconsin’s future is at stake. 
 

1. Attend the Joint Finance Committee Budget Hearing on April 11.  Tell them your story and why you 
support transit.  Held from 10 AM – 6 PM at Wisconsin State Fair Park in the Expo Center, Hall A.  Located 
at 8200 W. Greenfield Ave., West Allis, WI  53214 (Enter Gate 4 for parking).  Get there early! 

2. Submit your comments to the Joint Finance Committee as soon as possible or by April 15.  Email to 
BudgetComments@legis.wisconsin.gov, or send via U.S. Mail to: Joe Malkasian, Room 305 East, State 
Capitol, Madison, WI 53702. 

3. Contact your State Legislators and let them know your concerns.  Find them at http://ow.ly/4gQHv  or 
call 1-800-362-9472. 

 
 

CAT urges changes to the State Budget (AB 40 and SB 27) that will keep Wisconsin families working 
and businesses thriving: 

 Keep Public Transportation in the segregated Transportation Fund.  Oppose moving the cost of 
transit ($107 million) from the segregated transportation fund and reallocation for new highways.  

o Moving transit costs to the General Fund, as proposed, would harm transit because transit 
would be thrown into a competition for schools, Badger Care, Medicaid and other critically 
programs in a budget that is slated for drastic cuts.  This harms everyone. 

 Reject proposals that undermine already struggling transit systems, including a 10% reduction in 
State Aid to local transit systems and the elimination of the transit bonding authority in SE Wisconsin.  

 Fix the unintended consequence of the Budget Repair Bill which would force WI to forfeit $46 
million in Federal Transit Aids. Collective bargaining for transit workers is a prerequisite for receiving 
these funds.  This would slash operating budgets by 30% - 50% devastating transit systems statewide. 

 Focus on “Fix It First” and protect Wisconsin families from continued “Pain at the Pump” and give 
Wisconsin residents a better return on our hard-earned tax dollars. The current $5.7 Billion budget 
proposal gives highway spending a 15% increase and cuts transit spending by 10%.   Transit takes just 
5% of the total Transportation Fund but provides so much. 

BudgetComments@legis.wisconsin.gov
http://ow.ly/4gQHv
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Transit is an economic driver that is vital to  
keeping Wisconsin working and building wealth. 

 

Public transit spending accounts for less than 5% of Wisconsin’s transportation budget, but that small 
investment does so much for the citizens and businesses of Wisconsin and the economy. 

 

Transit is essential in keeping workers connected to jobs and building wealth. 
Families need job security and the individual freedom to be employed and educated, and to build upward mobility. It’s the bedrock 
of our society. Creating jobs while removing the means to get to the job will lock families in a financial decline as their cost of living 
increases and earning ability stagnates. 

 On average, nearly half of all trips made on transit in Wisconsin are for work purposes. In Milwaukee County alone nearly 
35,000 people rely on transit for work every weekday. One out of 6 households do not have access to an auto (16.6%.)  

 Cuts in transit service can only result in more unemployment, fewer qualified workers, and higher government costs. 
Transit service reductions from 2001 – 2007 made 40,500 jobs inaccessible by transit in Milwaukee and Waukesha Counties 
alone (UWM see at www.transitnow.org). 

 Transit saves money and keeps Wisconsin dollars working in our communities. Access to good transit can save up to 
$8,000 for a household per year by eliminating the need to own and operate a car. Those dollars are instead added to the 
local and state economy. 

 Every dollar invested in transit returns $4.72 to the community in economic benefits in Milwaukee County. 
 

Transit allows Wisconsin businesses to thrive, grow, and create jobs. 
Access to qualified workers is the top most priority for businesses in SE Wisconsin (Milwaukee 7 survey 2006.) Without transit an 
educated and well-trained workforce is out of reach.  

 Transit is vital to an educated workforce and yet proposed cuts in transit funding will diminish access to education. For many, 
the cost of owning a vehicle as the admission price for an education is often the difference between getting an education or not.  

 Business leaders have stated the importance of good transit in competing to attract business, jobs, and talent. Wisconsin 
companies like NML, Bucyrus International, SC Johnson, and many others have urged better transit to get the workers they need 
to be successful in the global economy.   

 Transit keeps highways, roads and parking facilities open for business by easing congestion, adding efficiency and needed 
capacity to our transportation system. Transit saves $19 billion in congestion costs every year in the U.S (APTA.) With the Zoo 
Interchange upgrade in the near future, having access to transit will keep Wisconsin’s economy moving. 

 Demographics and consumer demand are shifting toward transit and away from driving. A vibrant transit network will boost 
economic competitiveness and cost efficiencies. The two largest demographic groups in the U.S. want more public 
transportation choices. 

o Senior population will increase by 80% by 2025. 1 in 5 seniors do not drive. (www.getting-around.org). 

o Miles driven by Generation Y, people aged 21 to 30, in the U.S. fell to 13.7% in 2009 from 18.3% in 2001 and 20.8% in 
1995, (FHA National Household Travel Survey 2010) 

o From 1995 through 2009, public transportation ridership increased by 31%—a growth rate higher than the 15% 
increase in U.S. population and higher than the 21% growth in use of the nation’s highways over the same time. (APTA) 

Transit provides an essential option in the face of climbing gas prices and fuel uncertainty. 
 Cutting transit increases our dependence on unreliable and costly oil that robs families and businesses of income and 

financial security as fuel prices climb. Transit saves 4.2 billion gallons of gasoline annually in the U.S., more than 3 times the 
amount of gasoline imported from Kuwait. (APTA) 

 Transit keeps Wisconsin dollars working in our communities.  Reliance on auto drains income from our economy. From 2001 – 
2008 $5.1 billion was drained from Wisconsin’s economy from just in the INCREASE in the cost of fuel (Scott Bernstein, CNT.)  

 Recent studies found that when gas prices reach $5 per gallon, it will trigger an additional 1.5 billion more transit trips.                
Is Wisconsin ready? 

 Recent polls show that 8 out of 9 Americans are very concerned about the costs of fuel, and 79% are greatly concerned.  (USA 
Today March 16, 2011 http://tiny.cc/iidsz) 

http://tiny.cc/iidsz

